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MUUGIlines

The Manitoba UNIX User Group Newsletter

Next Meeting: December 9 J2EE Spec Approved
Sun Microsystems announced that the Java™ 2 Plat-

Where ToFind The Meeting form, Enterprise Edition [J2EE™] version 1.4 specifi-

Meetings are held at the IBM offices at 400 Ellice Ave.cati?Mn was approved by the Java Community Proc-
(between Edmonton and Kennedy). When you arrivéSS™ 1N @ unanimous vote making it the industry's
you will have to sign in at the reception desk, and theiPProved platform for Web services interoperability.

wait for someone to take you (in groups) to the meeting/iS accomplishment for the Java community is marked
room. Please try to arrive by about 7:15 PM, so thWith another Web services industry-leading move to

meeting can start promptly at 7:30 PM. Don't be latelicense the new specification and its Compatibility Test

or you may not get in. Suite (CTS) under new license terms friendly to non-

Limited parking is available for free on the profit and open source projects. Apache Software
street. or in a lot across Ellice from IBM. for $1_00Foundation and JBoss Group are demonstrating their

for the evening. Indoor parking is also availableommitment to the compatible J2EE industry, a key

nearby, at Portage Place, for $2.00 for the evening.VaIue proposition for the IT industry, by being amongst

the first open source organizations to license J2EE 1.4
: : specification and CTS.

The GrinchWho Stole Linux _ “With nearly four million downloads and over 30
Pamela Jones of Groklaw (www.groklaw.net) writesjicensees, the J2EE platform and Software Developer
“Long-time Groklaw reader Scott Lazar has written &t (SDK) is establishing itself as the popular choice
parody, ‘The Grinch Who Stole Linux,” which he sentynq premier platform for Java and Web services
tome. | found it delightful, and with his permission, | amdevelopment,” said Mark Bauhaus, Vice President of
sharing it wif[h all of you. Sometimes, it's nice to take g5y4 Web Services for Sun Microsystems. “The deliv-
break and just smile. Thanks, Scott.” For the fulry of the J2EE 1.4 specification realizes the vision of

version, see http://www.groklaw.net/ ap grchitecture that fuses Web services standards and

article.php?story=20031106164630915. the Java platform, and represents the most complete
_ _ implementation of the WS-I Basic Profile that prom-

The Grinch Who Stole Linux ises cross-vendor Web services interoperability.”

by Scott Lazar _ Shared with a wide community of developers who

Every GNU down in GNU-ville contributed to the design of the J2EE 1.4 standard

Liked Linux a lot... through the JCP, Sun brings to developers the best in

Java Web services technology that is the first to
But S_CO’_ _ support the Web Services Interoperability (WS-I)
Vlsl'r:joli:\cl)e'gJUSt North of GNU-ville, Basic Profile. The J2EE 1.4 specification also includes
i !

improved deployment and management capabilities to
help developers accelerate time to market for their

SCO hated Linux! The GNU Linux season! Web services applications. Complete information about
Now, please don't ask why. No one quite knows thgye J2EE 1.4 specification can be found on the web at
reason. http://jcp.org/en/jsr/detail ?id=151.

It could be that their heads weren't screwed on quite  «\we received a clear message from the J2EE
right. community to provide complete support for Web serv-
It could be, perhaps, that their shoes were 100 tight.jces standards and interfaces,” said Mark Hapner,
But | think that the most likely reason of all Distinguished Engineer for Sun Microsystems and co-

:\/Iay ha\llle been that their bank account was two Siz&gec lead of the J2EE 1.4 specification. “Sun took this
oo small.



December 2003 \ol. 16 No. 4

challenge and in collaboration with the J2EE 1.4 Expefericing and Availability
Group, we believe we have delivered the mosThe J2EE 1.4 specification was available as of No-
interoperable and standard Web services platform ivember 24, 2003. The J2EE 1.4 SDK that includes a
the form of this important Java specification, Refer-J2EE 1.4-certified version of a fully-deployable appli-
ence Implementation and Software Developer Kit.” cation server from Sun (the developer release of the
Sun Java System Application Server 8 Platform Edi-
Key Open Source Players License J2EE tion) was also made available on November 24, 2003.
1.4 Specification The new SDK includes documentation and tools for
Taking advantage of open source license terms fafevelopers to learn J2EE and get started with the J2EE
J2EE 1.4that Sunis making available for non-profitand.4 specification. It is available as a free download on
open source projects, Apache Software Foundatiothe Solaris™ Operating Environment and Windows
and JBoss Group have licensed the J2EE specificatigiatforms at Sun's Developer Network site at http://
and TCK to bring the benefits of Java compatibility tojava.sun.com/j2ee/download.html .
their open source communities for development and

deployment. This will lead to increased adoption OfJudiciary Moves To Linux

J2EE through a broader community of developers anlgEC Solutions, Inc. announced that the Administrative

further popularize this premier middleware platform.Oﬁcice of the U.S. Courts (AOUSC) awarded the

The new licensing provisions were introduced by th% mpany a contract to provide technology support to

JcP program through the ‘JCP 2'.5 process documelrr\'grate the Federal Judiciary's national IT infrastruc-
and require that all Java specifications allow for devel:

opment and distribution of compatible independen%ure o a Linux/Intel platform.

implementations, make specification products avail- PEC will support the transition of the Judiciary's
P ' P P . ... mission-sensitive applications, including case manage-
able separately and offer Technology Compatibili

) . . tyment, finance and accounting, probation and pretrial
o org, 10 atfed 2™ PO sries, and case-rackin managenent syt 1
“As a member of the executive comrﬁittee of thethe Linux standard. F_’EC will prgwde Linux operatlng

._system and applications technical support and assist-
gnce, including planning, advice and recommendations,

as a.f.or“T“ for the devel(_)pment of industry-leadin elp desk support, installation and testing support, and
specifications that can be implemented by open source, problem resolution

vendors,” said Gr(_ag Stein, Chqirman_of the Apache The award is for one year with four option years
Softwar(_a Foundation. _“Apache |s.loo_k|ng forward ©ynder PEC's GSA Schedule. If all options are exer-
completing gnd re_leasmg an appllcgjuon_ server that Iased, the total value of the contractis $9 million dollars.
fully compatible with the J2EE specifications throughSerVices will be provided at the AOUSC's Washing-

cS)urAp?jclhe Gerc_)nlrréo p'I’OjeC'[. Working ((j:lodsely WIthton, D.C. offices, its San Antonio, Texas, national

e 1 Leology.aingandsporaciy andits e
. o . pendent Test Facility in Phoenix, Arizona.

gram, we are optimistic we will quickly deliver product

to our communities of developers.”

“As JBoss continues penetrating the enterprise-zr he PUbIIC Sector Open Source

market, proving its J2EE compatibility is becoming Project

more important to our customers, ISVs and partners fhe Public Sector Open Source Project, convened and
said Marc Fleury, founder of JBoss.org and presider§ponsored by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts in
of JBoss Group. “Achieving J2EE certification is partcollaboration with the Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
of JBoss Group's strategy to deliver Professional Opefblogy, will facilitate and loosely organize the sharing
Source to the market. We look forward to a release @ff software owned and developed by or for the public
the first officially compatible version of the JBoss sector. This project will commence with a meeting held
application server.” in Cambridge, Mass. on December 9th, 2003, of
Complete information regarding Sun’s Compat-individuals from U.S. state and municipal governments
ibility Testing Scholarship Program can be found afyho are interested in discussing and creating a rela-
http://java.sun.com/scholarship/ . tively informal collaboration among public sector enti-
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ties. tive. These and other organizational topics will be
The initiative is premised upon the need for tax-addressed in a Memorandum of Understanding devel-
payer information technology dollars within and acros®ped by and agreed to by participants in the collabora-
public sector entities to be used frugally, and theive.
economic and engineering desirability of pursuingre-  For more information on this initiative, and to find
usable software code. For example, code sharing hasit how your government can participate, please con-
the potential to ease application interoperability issuetact Daniel Greenwood, Director of the MIT E-Com-
across jurisdictions. The momentum behind use angherce Architecture Program and coordinator of this
development of open source software within governproject for the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, at
ments domestically and abroad is considerable. In th@pensource@civics.com
IT sector in general, open source promises to trans-

form the way software is designed, sold and supportedinterview With George Stailkos

Public entities invest significant funds annually in KDE is one of the industry’s leading desktop environ-
software development. Some of the code developed Byt At the current stable version 3.1, it is without a

these entities is owned entirely by them. At the sam§oubt a great piece of work. KDE Core developer

time, all these entities are in the same "business” o446 staikos answered some questions for USALUG
supporting licensing, permitting, voting, corporations . usalug.org)

administration, public safety, health and welfare pro-
grams and education. Public entities could save a USALUG: Tell us about your connection to the
considerable amount of the money that they now speq{bE project.

on software development by sharing with each other

source code that they own. developer, the North America/Canada press contact,

To maximize the benefits of public sector code, | am also involved in North American PR, among
sharing, public entities should license their code to ONiher things. ©)

another under "open source" licenses permitting licen- USALUG: What big changes should we be ex-
sees to access and modify the source code. Trﬂ)%cting inthe'upcoming releases?
licenses should also require that all modifications and George Staikos: To put it simbly speed, applica-

enhancements to the code be made available for f”ﬁ%ns features, and bug fixes. The number of changes

to all public entities participating in the Open Source, g aqtonishing, and I can't possibly listthem all, but 'l
project. One of the first tasks for the collaborative W|IItry to touch on some of the important ones

be to review the potential open source licenses (such Speed: We did some great optimizations in various
as Mozilla and GPL) to determine a small subset tha&reas of KDE. Some of note include major KJS

will meet members’ needs. An online web based codg, tyrmance enhancements (from Apple and us as
repository of some kind will be selected forth|3|n|t|a-we”) faster loading Konqueror via the preloader

tive. The repository, along the lines of 5 hjicahion launch time reductions, and general
www.sourceforge.net, will facilitate the initiative by optimizations to the core libraries.

making a forum available for participating govern- = appjications: We have several new applications.
ments to postinformation about new open source codg,nete s a general purpose instant messaging client
they are contributing to the community and to famhtathith plugins for AIM, MSN, Yahoo, IRC, and more

other collaboration. _ Umbrello is part of the KDE SDK now, and is a
During the next month, Massachusetts will CONy, o\ ey UML tool. KPDF is an XPDF frontend. A
tinue to reach out to state and local governments (9o |ass network monitor and configurator is included
identify a core group of interested participants in thg, | qenetwork. Kontact provides an Outlook-style
MIT kick-off meeting and for potential membershipin interface for KMail, KOrganizer, and other PIM apps.
this emerging initiative. It is envisioned that no entity\]uK is an iTunes style media player. For developers
will be in sole control of this project, though the \ c4cheqrind is a great profiling application that works
government of Massachusetts and MIT are initia} o her with valgrind. There are at least half a dozen
organizers. Itis also envisioned that the repository Wlu.nore new applications in 3.2 that | haven't mentioned!
not remain under the dominion of any single party, but Features: Many Safari fixes for KHTML have

will be subject to the will of members of this collabora-been merged, providing a faster and more full featured
3

George Staikos: | am a KDE core developer, app
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KHTML. We also have a password manager withous GUI tools do you feel KDE is helping newer users
strong encryption called KWallet which is used towith Linux?
automatically fill in passwords where possible. The  George Staikos: | like to think of the Control Center
KDE APIs have been enhanced as usual, providing as the power user’s playground. Most settings for new
even more powerful development environment. Arusers are inside the applications, and get set via
excellent looking new widget style known as Plastikwizards or just have the right defaults to begin with.
has been added, and KMail IMAP support has beeNew users don't tend to change too many settings. The
greatly enhanced. Laptop support is much improved.best thing we can do for new users is to make sure that
could write pages upon pages listing all the newhe default settings are chosen carefully. The worst
features we have in 3.2. thing we could do for power users is to remove
Bug Fixes: | don't remember a release since theonfiguration options. Don’t forget, new users eventu-
“2.0 days” which had as many bug fixes as 3.2 haslly become power users.
Some ofthe top “most hated bugs” have beenfixedtoo, That being said, | think that one of the most
including KHTML form widget z-order, several big important things for KDE is to help new users become
KMail bugs relating to IMAP, many general KHTML productive with Linux and other platforms that KDE
bugs, and more. The graphs on bugs.kde.org speak fmms on. The goal is to help people move to free
themselves. software.
USALUG: What look is KDE going for? With the USALUG: Atthe currenttime, do you think Linux
start menu it resembles Windows, but with the icorand KDE are ready for the end-user?
panel it resembles Mac? George Staikos: Yes, definitely. The biggest prob-
George Staikos: We don't try to emulate any looHem is that people find Linux and KDE “confusing”
that's out there. What is important is to make thébecause they can't call up their friend or neighbor to
desktop accessible to people with a bit of knowledgask a question - they’re Windows users of course. This
but who are not computer “pros”. This means makings changing as Linux gains more and more users.
an interface that is somewhat familiar. The beauty of
KDE is that this interface is almost infinitely For the full interview, see http://www.usalug.org/
configurable, so that once you are comfortable witlindex.php?view=14.
KDE, you can make it look like whatever you like.

There are even replacements for Kicker, replacemergending Us E-Mail?

window and widget decorations, and more. __Due to the amount of e-mail MUUG receives, we've
USALUG: Being recognized as one of the sim-gat 5 an auto-reply to give you immediate feedback,
plest and easiest window managers, what do you fegh regirect some of the e-mail to the appropriate

is the reason for KDE's success? places. Why not look at http://www.muug.mb.ca/
George Staikos: We have always been very CONsp oyt html#contacts first?

sistent with the look and feel. Despite regular com-

ments to the contrary, we have always had a us

interface style guide and we even have automate%ha_re YourThoughts

tools to verify compliance with various parts of thisE-mail us with your comments on the newsletter,
guide. The Qt and KDE APIs are rich enough tovhether it's criticisms or commendations, and con-
provide for almost any Ul needs in an application, angnuetosendin art_|cles orideas for sa8ecifically,

this means that all applications look and feel the sam#é/hat sort of material would you rather see: Announce-

It's very easy to dive into a new application when thigN€nts, technical articles, new products, or...?
is the case. If you have a How-To or other idea, and aren't

It's important to point out that KDE is not just a "€ady to give a presentation at MUUG, an article is a
window manager. It is a full desktop environment and@reat alternative! If you can write better than the
platform which happens to include a window manager€ditor, that'sterrific; ifyou can't, submititanyway and
It takes all parts of this platform to make a complete!Ve'll get it into shape for publication. We know that
easy to use desktop. From the file dialogs, to the panglany of you have some great ideas and lots of
and desktop, to the widgets, everything is important.knowledge. _ _

USALUG: With KDE'’s Control Center, and vari- ~ Why not share? Mailto: editor@muug.mb.ca.
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